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Hot Water Pipes & Systems
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Insulate hot water pipes. 

Make sure your hot water system 
thermostat is not set too high. 

If you have a spa, ensure that it is 
well insulated to keep the water 
warmer for longer. 

There are many simple measures you 
can take to save water inside your home.  
These go a long way towards protecting 

the future of our water supplies and saving 
you money on your water account. 

For further information visit
www.wannonwater.com.au
or call 1300 926 666

Customer Service Centres:

Camperdown 6 McNicol Street
Hamilton 66 Gray Street
Portland 15 Townsend Street
Warrnambool 99 Fairy Street

Checking for Leaks
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If you think you may have a water leak you can
do a simple test...  

For more water saving tips visit... 

 Simply turn off all water appliances and take a reading  
 of your water meter.  Make sure no water is used over  
 a one-hour period. 

 Take another meter reading after the hour has passed. 

 If the two readings are not the same then your   
 property may have a leak that should be investigated by  
 a licensed plumber. 
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Look for washing machines that have a four-star water 
efficiency rating (WELS labelling scheme) or better.  

In the Laundry

Consider buying a water 
efficient front loading
washing machine.  

Adjust the washing machine 
water level to suit the size of 
the wash load.   If there’s no 
level adjustment, wait until 
you have enough clothes for 
a full load. 

In the Bathroom & Toilet

In the Kitchen
Don’t rinse dishes under a running
tap.  If you have two sinks, fill the
second one with rinsing water. 
If you have only one sink, stack
washed dishes in a dish rack and
rinse together at the end, or in a
pan of hot water. 

Run your automatic dishwasher on a full load and an 
“economy save” option.  Instead of rinsing dishes under the 
tap, use the “Rinse and Hold” setting on your dishwasher. 

Rinse veggies and fruit in a plugged sink or a pan of
clean water. 

Capture excess water from a running tap and store it in the 
fridge for drinking later. 

Fix new kitchens or renovated kitchens with inexpensive 
aerated taps.  This can reduce water flow by 50%. 

When cooking, only use a little water in the saucepan and 
keep the lid on. 

Garbage-disposal units use about six litres of water per day.  
Put suitable food scraps into a composter or worm farm 
rather than down the kitchen sink. 

When buying any new appliance that uses water, make sure 
it comes with a high water efficiency rating.
(WELS labelling scheme)

Use the sud-saver option on 
your machine (if your old 
machine has one) when you 
have several loads to wash. 

Depending on the model, a top-loading washing 
machine can use more than 120 litres of water per cycle. 

To save water in the laundry:

The bathroom and toilet use nearly 40% of all water 
in the home.  An older style shower rose alone uses 
approximately 100 litres of water every five minutes.  

Here are a few simple tips for saving
water in your bathroom and toilet:

Take shorter showers!  Only stay in the shower for as long as 
it takes to soap up, wash down and rinse off.  This should take 
less than four minutes.  Use a shower timer to remind you 
when it is time to get out. 

Install a water-efficient showerhead that will reduce the water 
used from 20 to nine litres a minute.   This can save up to 45 
litres per person per day. 

While brushing your teeth, wet your brush and fill a glass of 
water for rinsing.  Brushing your teeth twice a day with the 
tap running can waste over 4,000 litres per person per year. 

Use a bucket to collect water while waiting for the shower to
get hot. 

Fill the sink with a little warm water for rinsing when shaving. 

Similarly, shave your legs before taking a shower.  Use running 
shower water to rinse off.  

If you have an older house you may not have a dual flush 
toilet, which gives users the option to flush either half or all of 
the cistern’s water.  Convert your older toilet to a dual flush 
system and a family of four can save more than 35,000 litres 
of water per year. 

Check your toilet for leaks.  Put a little food dye in the cistern.  
If the colour appears in the bowl without flushing, then your 
cistern may need repairing. 

Leaking Taps

more info at www.wannonwater.com.au

Leaking and dripping taps can waste a lot of water 
in your home.  In fact, a slowly dripping tap can 
waste a couple of litres each hour, which adds
up to nearly 20,000 litres a year!

Changing washers usually 
fixes dripping taps.  If this 
does not solve the problem 
contact a plumber. 


