
This audit will help you better understand your current water use and how close you are to best 
practice.  By checking the fittings, appliances and practices that you use in conjunction with 
water, you can compare what you currently do with the opportunities listed in this audit.
Then you should be able to identify what actions you can take to become more water smart.
For a typical household, this could mean HALVING your daily water usage.  Not only could this 
save you money, but it will also help preserve our water resources.

How to conduct your
home water audit:

1. Allow around half an hour to complete the audit.

2. Work your way through each of the tables from A to G.

3. Ask yourself the ‘How do you use water?’ questions. Then circle the response that most 
closely matches your current water use practices.

4. Each response has a ‘      ’ or a ‘      ‘ rating. Note the number of       that correspond to 
your answer and add this to ‘Your total’.

5. Tally up your results for each table. 

6. If you register any       in the audit, read through the ‘Water smart actions’ to identify 
the steps you can take to reduce your water usage and protect the environment.

7. When you’ve completed all the tables, use the Water Audit Action List on the back 
page to list your scores and future water smart actions you can introduce in 
and around your home. Specify a target date for each of these 
– and try to stick to this timetable.
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How do you 
use water?

Your water actions
water smart actionsNot very 

water smart
Moderately 
water smart Water smart

How much 
of your 
garden 
requires 
regular 
watering?

More than 
75%.

Between 25% 
and 75%.

Less than 
25%. Reduce the amount of 

garden that requires 
regular watering.

Do you use 
mulch on 
your garden?

No. Sometimes. Regularly. Mulching around 
plants dramatically 
reduces water loss.

How do you 
water your 
garden?

Inefficiently 
eg: poorly 
controlled 
automatic 
sprinkler 
system.

Moderately 
efficiently 
eg: Semi-
automatic 
sprinkler, 
careful use.

Efficiently 
eg: by hand, 
with timer 
or carefully 
maintained 
automatic 
system.

Only provide as much 
water as your garden 
needs. Use moisture 
meters to ensure you 
are not over watering.

What time 
of the day do 
you water?

Always 
during the 
day.

Sometimes 
during the day 
(only by hand), 
sometimes in 
morning or 
evening.

In the early 
morning 
and evening 
only.

Watering your garden 
in the cooler times of 
the day dramatically 
reduces the amount 
of water lost through 
evaporation.
Wannon Water’s 
Permanent Water 
Saving Measures allow 
watering between 8pm 
and 10am on any day.
A hand-held hose can 
be used to water the 
garden at any time of 
the day.*

Do you have 
a swimming 
pool?

Yes, with no 
cover.

Yes, with a 
regularly used 
pool cover.

No. Swimming pools 
are big water users. 
Install a pool cover 
and ensure you have 
no leaks.

How do you 
wash your 
car?

Frequently / 
In the street 
with a hose.

Frequently / 
On the lawn 
with a bucket 
and trigger 
hose.

Rarely / At 
a car wash 
that recycles 
water or on 
the lawn 
with a 
bucket.

Wash your car less 
frequently and use a 
car wash – typically 
the water is recycled.

Your total: =       / 22 drops

a) Garden and outdoors
How do you 
use water?

Your water actions
water smart actionsNot very 

water smart
Moderately 
water smart Water smart

Do you have 
a low flow 
shower 
head?

No. Don’t know. Yes.

Low-flow 
showerheads give a 
great shower with 
less water. They 
are not suitable for 
gravity fed or some 
instantaneous gas hot 
water systems.
To test, run your 
shower into a bucket* 
for one minute.  If you 
collect nine litres or 
less, you have a low-
flow showerhead.

What 
are your 
showering 
and bathing 
patterns?

Frequent 
long (8 mins 
or more) 
showers and 
deep baths.

Medium 
length
(3-8 mins)
and occasional 
baths.

Short 
showers 
(3 mins or 
less) and no 
baths.

A bath can use well 
over 100 litres of 
water. A short shower 
can use less than 30 
litres of water.

Your total: =     / 7 drops

How do you 
use water?

Your water actions
water smart actionsNot very 

water smart
Moderately 
water smart Water smart

What type 
of flush 
system do 
your toilets 
have?

Single flush. 9 / 4.5 litre 
dual flush.

6 / 3 litre 
dual flush or 
fitted with a 
water saving 
device.

Single flush and 
even some dual flush 
systems use large 
amounts of water. 
Dramatically reduce 
water use by installing 
dual flush systems 
or by modifying your 
existing system.

Your total: =     / 4 drops

How do you 
use water?

Your water actions
water smart actionsNot very 

water smart
Moderately 
water smart Water smart

What type 
of washing 
machine do 
you use?

Standard 
top loader.

Top loader 
with suds 
saving.

Front loader 
or AAA+ 
rated top 
loader.

Front loading washing 
machines generally 
use one-third less 
water than top 
loaders.

How full are 
your loads of 
washing?

Mainly small 
loads.

Mainly large 
loads but 
some small.

Usually full 
loads. Use full loads as much 

as possible. Adjust the 
load setting on your 
machine if it isn’t full.

Your total: =      / 5 drops

b) Bathroom

c) toilet

d) Laundry

e) Kitchen
How do you 
use water?

Your water actions
water smart actionsNot very 

water smart
Moderately 
water smart Water smart

How do you 
wash dishes?

With a 
dishwasher, 
small loads.

With a 
dishwasher, 
full loads only.

Full load of 
washing by 
hand.

If you use a 
dishwasher ensure 
that it is full when 
you run it and use 
the economy cycle 
if possible. Look 
for water efficient 
appliances.

Your total: =     / 2 drops

How do you 
use water?

Your water actions
water smart actionsNot very 

water smart
Moderately 
water smart Water smart

What 
sources of 
water do you 
use?

Mains water 
only.

Some use of 
rainwater.

Extensive 
use of 
rainwater 
and 
greywater.

Reduce the amount 
of mains water you 
use by installing a 
rainwater tank and 
plumbing it into the 
house.

Your total: =     / 5 drops

How do you 
use water?

Your water actions
water smart actionsNot very 

water smart
Moderately 
water smart Water smart

What is your 
tap water 
flow rate?

15 litres per 
minute or 
more.

Between 9 and 
15 litres per 
minute.

9 litres per 
minute or 
less.

Flow rates on taps 
can be checked by 
measuring how many 
litres of water flow 
out in one minute 
with the tap on full. 
AAA+ rated aerators 
or washers can be 
used to reduce flow 
rates.

Do you have 
any tap or 
toilet cistern 
leaks?

Yes. Don’t know. No.
Fix any leaking taps 
and toilet cisterns.
Free toilet leak testers 
are available at 
Wannon Water.

Your total: =     / 4 drops

f) taps and leaks

g) water source

* Except where water restrictions are in force.  To check the rules/restrictions 
in your town, visit www.wannonwater.com.au or phone 1300 926 666.

* An average bucket holds 
approximately nine litres.



water audit action List

99 Fairy St
Warrnambool
VIC 3280 

How do You
use water?

Your 
score

What you can do to become
more water smart

By when
Tick when 

done

a)
Garden
and outdoors

 / 22

b) Bathrooms  / 7

c) Toilet  / 4

d) Laundry  / 5

e) Kitchen  / 2

f) Taps and leaks  / 4 

g) Water source  / 5

66 Gray St
Hamilton
VIC 3300 

15 Townsend St
Portland 
VIC 3305

6 McNicol St
Camperdown
VIC 3260

POSTAL ADDRESS:
PO Box 1158, Warrnambool
VIC 3280

Ph: 1300 926 666
Fax: 03 5564 7650

www.wannonwater.com.au
For more water saving ideas, visit


