
What are biosolids?

Biosolids are a nutrient-rich, organic matter used to condition soils on local 
farms. They are created from processed sewage sludge, providing environmental 
and economic benefits for farmers and for Wannon Water’s customers.

What is sewage sludge?
Sewage is what enters the sewerage system from 
household bathrooms, toilets, kitchens, laundries 
and drains. It consists of around 99.6 per cent water. 
The remainder is made up of mostly biodegradable 
pollutants and small solid particles.

Our sewage treatment plants also accept and treat 
trade waste from our important local industry, 
commerce and hospitality venues. They’re required to 
pre-treat their trade waste before it’s discharged to the 
sewerage network.

Once it reaches the sewage treatment plant, any larger 
items, rubbish and grit is screened out and sent to 
landfill.

The sewage is then treated in large tanks where 
naturally-occurring bacteria and micro-organisms 
use it as a food source, breaking down any solids and 
organic material and removing physical, chemical and 
biological contaminants.

This process uses cycles of aeration to treat the sewage 
before it settles. The treated water is decanted from 
the surface of the tank and discharged to the ocean or 
to dams where it is stored and used to irrigate farms or 
sporting facilities.

The remaining material, known as sewage sludge, is 
removed from the bottom of the tank and any excess 
water is removed using a belt-filter press. 

What happens to the sludge?
The dried sludge is transported to one of our purpose-
built biosolid facilities in Camperdown and Hamilton 
where it is stockpiled.

During the drier months of the year (typically from 
November to March), the sludge is processed and 
placed into drying beds. 

It is then stabilised for several years before it becomes 
biosolids, ready for re-use on farms. As you can see 
in the image above, biosolids look, smell and feel like 
dark, rich organic soil.

Does it smell?
Odours sometimes occur when the sludge is being 
processed, but we do everything possible to minimise 
any impacts.

This includes not disturbing sludge when prevailing 
winds may impact on nearby properties and applying 
hydrated lime to ‘cap’ the open face of stockpiles when 
processing finishes each day.

Are there any environmental 
standards?
Our biosolid facilities at Camperdown and Hamilton 
operate under licence conditions set by the 
Environment Protection Authority.

The sludge has to be dried and composted for at least 
three years before it can be used on farms. This satisfies 
EPA guidelines

In the long-term, we will be investigating the 
development of a new biosolids management facility 
closer to Warrnambool.

More information
Head to our website at wannonwater.com.au, email 
info@wannonwater.com.au or call 1800 926 666.
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