Update 5 - January 2020

Warrnambool Sewage
Treatment Plant upgrade
Please find the latest update on initiatives we are undertaking as part of the $40
million upgrade of the regionally important Warrnambool Sewage Treatment
Plant. The project will cater for projected industrial and residential growth and
ensure the facility continues to protect the environment well into the future.

What’s happening?

Beach inspections

Design and approval work for the project is continuing.
Some minor earthwork has been completed on the
south side of the plant in preparation for the installation
of a new automated outflow screen in coming months.

Wannon Water will engage the Tangaroa Blue
Foundation to support its Shelly Beach inspection,
cleaning and sorting program in early 2020.

The first stage of works that locals will notice is an
upgrade to the plant’s driveway off Elliott Street and the
sealing of the driveway to reduce dust from vehicles
during the construction.
We are currently investigating opportunities for
native vegetation offsets along the local coastline so
the economic benefits can be returned to the local
community.

Screening
The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) recently
amended our licence for the plant, adding several new
conditions on the treated water we discharge into the
ocean mixing zone, including that it must not contain
visible floating foam, oils, grease or litter.
Wannon Water has been working with the EPA on this
licence review and welcomes the changes which were
announced in early December. We are confident we
already have the investments in place to ensure the
plant can meet these expectations.
In 2017 we installed two screens at the outlet of the
plant to prevent solid materials being discharged to
the ocean. This screening will be upgraded to a more
permanent and automated solution costing $1.1 million
by mid-2020.
We are driven not just by our obligation to meet the
minimum requirements of the EPA licence but by our
own desire to protect the environment and to meet
community expectations.

The foundation is a nationally recognised marine debris
organisation that aims to create change on a large
scale by preventing rubbish from ending up in the
ocean in the first place. It is supported by a network
of volunteers, including a group in Warrnambool, who
contribute information about ocean debris to a national
database and help create source reduction plans.
Tangaroa Blue will begin a weekly monitoring regime
on Shelly Beach and then sort and catalogue the
collected debris. Additional inspections will be
scheduled if there is an unusual event at the plant just
to ensure the environment is protected..

Be Clever - Never Ever
We’re continually amazed at what we discover in our
sewerage network after being called to unpleasant spills
and blockages.
Most of the mess collected off the inlet screens at
the sewage treatment plant is the result of wet wipes,
baby wipes and antibacterial wipes that should never
be flushed down the toilet. Our operations staff also
recently responded to a mass of expanding foam that
had foolishly been disposed of down the sewerage
network.
Flushing the wrong things can damage your home’s
plumbing and create messy and expensive overflows of
raw sewage.
It’s a good reminder of our campaign calling for people
to Be Clever and Never Ever dispose of anything down
the sink or toilet that is not biodegradable.
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Further information
We are commited to keeping stakeholders regularly updated
during the project.
Local residents will receive notifications of specific works
and timelines as we get closer to construction.

If you do not wish to receive these updates, or would prefer
to receive them via email, please phone us on 1300 926 666
or email info@wannonwater.com.au.
Keep up to date through our website project page:
wannonwater.com.au/whats-happening/projects/
warrnambool-sewage-treatment-plant-upgrade.aspx

